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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet 
Zo run a-muck and titt at all I meet, 


SS 


TI only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Discstors. Pork. 





PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 





STATZ TRIALS IN SCOTLAND. 


AS a matter of mere course, the motion of Lord Archi- 
bald Hamilton for a copy of the record in the case of 
M‘Kinley, was’ rejected, “The exposure of the ministers 
renders them of necessity the more barefaced in their use of 
ai usurped power, to screen themselves from the punishment 
which they know they merit, though they have ceased to 


fear, Theimpunity which hardens, while it encourages 


guilt, has so long been attached to the treasury bench, 
that it is no longer necessary even to attempt defence, or 
palliation, The majority closes all accounts :—reason may 
condemn, wit may illustrate, the vices of office—but they are 
still sacred. The majority is satisfied that vice is neces- 
sary, and all abuses excellently good. The Lord Advo.- 
cate of Scotland is a worthy pillar of the present system ;— 
he understands his duty; and although he was deleated and 
disgraced by poer Campbell in Scotland, he feels himself 
perfectly safe in St. Stephens. He cannot indeed avoid 
disgrace there, but a certain triumph for every kind 
of delinquency consoles his honorable feelings in a very 
satisfactory manner. ‘The Lord Advocate defended himself 
upon the law of Scotland; and if he be correct, his con. 
duct is not the less reprehensible ; for no honorable man 
could pursue the objects of a dawso infamous, as that of 
Scotland would be, if the Lord Advocate’s conduct can be 
justified by thatlaw. Mr. J. P. Grant, is probably, how 


ever, as well qualified to judge of the nature of the law of 


Scotland, as the Lord Advocate; and he did not hesitate 
to assert, that in this case, ‘“‘ public yustice had been out. 
** raged !—the purity of the administration of the lawhad 
“been violated; and for this, there was NEITHER 
“CURE, NOR ALLEVIATION.” How is our boasted 
Constitution degraded ? Is it possible for the dullest not to 
perceive, chat we have now no constitution but the will of 
the minion of the day; whose very oéces must be consecra. 
tcdasa part of it; and whose interested views ef per. 
sonal interest are {alone to be permitted toexpound these 
laws, which it was fondly, but vainly, imagined, would pre. 
erve the freedom,—they were merely ordained to re. 
scord? Castlereagh, had ne other resource than to charge 


the motion as a device trickedoff fora particular purpose? 
** which was too much the fashion in these times!” How 
like the mau! how like his measures, is this contemptible 
subterfuge! Bafiled in his own ‘* devices,’? exposed in all his 
**trichs’? against the people, he affects to charge others 
with stratagems! which are tov much the fashion in these 
times. Did the reformers then bargain with the Lord 
Advocate to make a blockhead of himself, for the 
purpose of making a ‘* trick’? of his exposure? or has 
the noble lord himself, and all his colleagues, been in con. 
cert with their opponents, and consented to become ridicu~ 
lous for the amusement ofthe nation? No! no! No “ tricks” 
were intended. It was more than “tricking,” that was to 
have been exhibited. The éragedy was designed to have 
been perfectin @l/ its parts; and his lordship would have 
preferred to have weilded a rod of iron over all his oppo. 
vents, tothe contemptible situation of* standing up in the 
house where he has been go absolute, and crying,—** pray 
‘don’t laugh at us! “let us have none of your tricks! 
‘our gravity is offended by your silly charges against us! 
“We don’t like the jest! the age is becoming too ridicu. 
‘‘lous, Itis very profane tolaugh even at apes, if they ane 
*¢ in office! We would have been lions if we could! Do 
** spare and pity us!’? Such in fact was thelanguage of this 
mighty conqueror of public spirit in Ireland, of this axfué 
invader of public rights in England! Where are now the 
spirits that have bent before him ? where is the coward that 
can shrink before the frown of such a man—we beg his par. 
don—of sucha Jord and such a minister? With such supe. 
rior titles, it is not necessary that he should be aman! 
Srres.—It will be remembered that in one of the reports 
presented by the secret committee on the 20th of June, sonte 
persons were described as having encouraged those desi 
which they should have only detected and brought to light. 
This admission of the ministers, it was of Cpurse expected 
would have been followed by some steps against those per. 
sons, Whoever they might be; for the ‘betrayers were cer. 
tainly as gutlty as the betrayed. At that period the mis. 
sion of Oliver was discovered ; and it was probably to deter 
further enquiry, that the ministers then in committee upon 
their own merits, thought proper to make this admissien of 
facts which had they denied, would have only been the more 
strenuously searched after, ‘The persons, however, who bad 





| thus encouraged instead of detecting disturbances, were too 
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thangittant to be proceeded against. The parties known to the 
public were only the agents of the persons who really wished 
to find, or to make,wor even to purchase disturbances, if they 
could be had upon no other terms. Had the agents been put 


in peril, they would have impeached the principals, and it was 


fo! casy to imagine where accusation might stop, at least 
shor! of the Regent himself. The principle of knowing men 
by their associates, might have applied farther than suited 
the convenience of a number of great men, whose actions, 
if traced to their source, might have beca proved to have 
had avery mcan origin. he ministers, therefore, did not 
deem it prudent to act upon ¢hetr own assertion ; and it was 
very.unkind, and not at all parliamentary, on the part of 
Mr. Fazakerley, to ask them their reason for declining to 
proceed against those encouragers aud fomenters of dis- 
turbances, However, on Wednesday last, he did so; and 
moved that the committee now sitting “‘ sliould enquire what 
“© measures had been taken to detect, and bring to justice, 
“the persons so described.”? This called up Bragge 
Bathurst, who almost swore that Oliver was as good a man 
as himself, and seemed quite hurt and surprised, that 
any one should doubt it; and it was alittle hard that so 
honourable a member should net be credited by the house, 
upon such a solemn asseveration. Oliver, he said, was 
a good moral character. He knew that it was offered 
to be proved that he had been guilty of bigamy; but then 
the punishment of having ¢wo wives was an ample atone. 
ment for the fault, (for it must not, in honvuradble society, 
be called a crime) of marrying them. Instead of being 
quite perfect, it availed nothiyg on the part of Mr. Bennett, 
to prove Oliver quite the reverse. He was still defended 
as a good man, as one of the dest that could be found; asa 
worthy colleague of the present administration. And it may 
be hoped, since the ministry are so anxious for his good 
repute, that his name will be inseparably handed down to 
posterity with theirs, to receive the joint applauses which 
they so well deserve. Poor Bragge Bathurst! Lord Milton* 


‘made use of some language which seemed to imply that 


honest Mr. Bragge Bathurst had éntended to mislead the 
house! And he rose, in great warmth, as if offended at 
being charged with any thing so uncommon ‘in a minister! 
If he could dead the house, he would certainly mislead it ; 
but it is in more competent hands. It is only his business 
to amuse it. | 

The mintstry took an excellent, and to do them justice, 
a very candid ground of opposition to this motion. ‘** It 
toill do no good,” said they. ** It can lead to nothing, to 
** carry sucha motion. Our committee (that is ourselves) 
‘Swill take no measures upon it, if it be carried. We 
** need not enquire. We shall not enquire. Our minds 
* are made up; and we are perfectly satisfied, that ourselves, 


~©and Oliver, and Castles, are devilish good fellows.” 


*6 Oh, fie,’? said Mr. Wilberforce ;—‘* that is very pro- 
“Sfane. Oliver, I am afraid, is no better than heshould 
‘““be; I hate spies. At is a very unchristian act to 
“employ them; and if Oliver has done this, he ought 





* This young nobleman seems to have some proper feeling on the subject 
of eimploying spies. Has it never occurred to him, that the borough-monger 
is a character not much more estimable? 
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‘to be punished for it:—he ought, indeed! for my 
“part, Dlike to hear both sides ; and for that purpose, 
“¢ shall vote against the question, and stop the enquiry: 
© you will excuseme; butitismy way! ** In Mr. Bennet’s 
words, °* this may do in the Hlouse of Commons, but it wii! 
** not do for the country !?? Mr. Canning was enrolled in the 
ministerial ranks ofthe evening ; and with his usual sodes- 
fy and candour, and integrily, vindicated the conduct 
of the meritorious embassadors, called now vulgarly, 
spies and bloodhounds, and almost asserted they were 
equally worthy of their hire with himsel/. The 
glittering nonsense of the right honourable ‘gentleman's 
speech was ably exposed by Mr. Tierney; but the 
president of the board of trade was secure in his. 
majority; and the only consolation of his opponent Was, 
that his condemnation of the ministerial measures ** would 
** find its way through the press to every corner of the 
‘* kingdom; that if the ministers did not entertain the 
‘“‘motion, they were afraid of touching a hair of 
*¢ Oliver’s head ;—that if they triumphed, their triamph 
*© would be short; that the time must arrive when justice 
*¢ should be done, and themselves put upon their trial by 
** the country !”? It is necdless to add, that the ministers 
did triumph there, and that the motion was rejected—and, 
as Mr. Fazakerley observed, ‘* there seemed to be a 
** constant approach to an alicnation of the government 
“ from the people!’? On the heads of those who wantonly 
provoke such an alienation, rest all the consequences that 
may ensue! 


Petitrons—These continue to be presented, and se 
far, to be disregarded, On Friday one was presented 
from Mr. Mitchell, of Liverpool, praying that mo in. 
demnity might be alflorded to those who had been the 
means of his imprisonment, and the authors of the 
cruel treatment he had sustained, ‘his was ordered 
to lie upon the table, and to be printed; and the 
table, we fear, or the printer, is as \ikely to attend to him, 
as the honourable house. Another from Mr. Evans prayed 
for au enquiry into the fruth of its allegations ; but when 
ihe objectis fo screen the minister, it is net natural or par. 
liamentary that their victims should be attended to. A 
third was from William Ogden, a most dangerous conspira- 
tor, of seventy-four years of age ! witha wife and seventeen 
children, which it may be supposed were to form his army! 
The irons with which he was manacled only broke his hand; 
and he was only permitted to remain in prison in that condi- 
tion, for sixteen hours!!! Yet he has the audacity to 
complain of @d treatment! He is not at all thankful 
for this protection of his majesty’s ministers ; and prays 
that no indemnity be granted them before they have 
indemnified him for his sufferings, which he declares 
he has not merited. But the right honourable, and 
noble, and pious Secretary for the Home Department 
knows better than this poor weaver! Does he not deserve 


an addition to his punishment, for pretending to be wiser 
than the Doctor!!! John Stewart, of Glasgow, was another 
petitioner against the system of arbitrary. imprisonments, 
which Sir F. Burdett remarked, almost induced him to be- 
lieve that he was living under the brutal despotism ofthe 
But it is the duty of a christian adminis- 
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tration, not to be outdone by a barbarian! We must not 
be surpassed by heathens, even im the art of torture! 

NON PAYMENT OF TAXES.—The right chord has 
been at last touched, and the ministerial band are all in the 
most horrible discord. Sir Francis Burdett presented a pe. 
tition from certain inhabitants of St. Georze’s, Hanover 
Square, praying for reform, and hinting that if their prayer 
were not granted, THEY WOULD PAY NO MORETAXES! In 
times when Mr. Pitt vaunted the omnipotence of Pariia. 
ment, meaning his own omnipotence, secured by a corrupt 
majority, he would probably have committed any one to the 
Tower, who would have dared to present a petition contain. 
ing sucha proposition, Sending to the Tower is now out 
of fashion ; and the honourable house is content with 
rejecting the petition in a very gentlemanly way. It 
so much shocked the nerves of the right honourable Cas. 
tlereagh, that he could not enter into any comment upon so 
strange and unwelcome a proposition. He merely read the 
olyectionable passage, and moved that it be rejected! The 
Courier is certainly angry at this forbearance; and conveys 
a very direct censure upon its noble master, for behaving so 
very moderately, It laments that the times are altered from 
those in which it was usual for the honourable house to 
*¢ kick out’? such of the petitions of the people, asit might 
not choose to like. ‘The Courier says ** the petition ought 
{1o be kicked out !”? and regrets that some member with no 
brains, had not substituted his feet in the service of the coun. 
try,and made a football of the tzsolent petition of the people, 
to their honorableservants. But as there happened to be uo 
one so stupid as the worthy hackney of the treasury in the ho- 
norable house, Sir Francis was permitted tg carry back his pe- 
tition to the petitioners unsullied with the marks of ministerial 
vengeance. See how times alter ; and let us take hope from 
the improvement. Once, the framers of such a petition 
would have run a fair chance of being hanged for high trea. 
son. Next, the presenter might have heen committed for 
contempt. In another age, the honourable members would 
have ‘*kicked out,’? such an insolent request :—in 
another, they might have been content, as they were re. 
cently with some petitions for reform, to ‘* trample upon 
them ;? and now, in an improved spirit of liberality, the 
majority is content simply to reject so very simple a propo. 
sition, as that of not paying any further taxation, UNTIL 
REFORM BE OBTAINED, or at least commenced in 
earnest ? 

But in alluding to the times when petitions were * kicked 
out,’? the angry sycophant seems to have forgot that his 
precedent has two points of bearing. In our history, 
“* kicking out,’? has been rather a common occurrence, 
Kings have been * kicked out :’—Ministers by wholesale 
have been ** kicked out :’’—sometimes a hireling editor has 
been ** kicked out :’’—the whole aristocracy of the country 
was once ** kicked out :’??—and the House of Commons it. 
self has also been ‘* kicked out’? of office. We do not ap- 
prove of ‘kicking out :’’—and the Courier wil! probably 
not be pleased at being reminded of all these ‘* kickings 
out ;’’ but before it advises its friends and patrons to have 
Tecourse again tu the practice as a substitute for reason, it 
would be as well to remember that when ‘* kicking’ is re. 
sorted to, the lower orders have an advantage in their 
strength and numbers, which it might be as well for the dut. 





lerfiltes* of the system te consider, before they provoke 
them by the example. With these comments on the prac. 
tice and the danger of ‘¢ kicking ;’’ we leave the honorable 
house to contemplate the proposition of the Courier re. 
com:mending it to play at football with the prayers of 
the people, and pass on to consider the cause of the 
rejection, It is to be hoped, that the honourable 
house does not mean to assert, that it is pose. 
sively ubsolute, and entirely independent of the people. 
If it should, itis ina more deplorable situation, than we 
could wish to see so honourable a body placed. It must 
shortly determine its functions. In such a case. ** Othello’s 
occupation would be gone.’’ The pretended representatives 
of the people must be nominally dependent on the people, 
insome degree. The House of Commons, properly consti. 
tuted, which it is not, could have no right to assume an 
absolute power. ‘There are limits which reason would 
assign even to the exercise of unlimited authority. Much 
less then can a House of Commons, made up as that house is 
at present, against the interests, and without the consent of 
a great portion of the people, pretend to an authority which 
must not be questioned or resisted. Those who are nofé 
represented, aud those who are misrepresented, which ts 
the worst of the two states, are at liberty to dissent from 
the measures that are agreed to by such a body, upon that 
old and irrevocable principle of our ancestors, that TAKA. 
TLON and REPRESENTATION should go together. 
Those who are deaied rej resentation, have a right to deny 
taxation. Those who have beeu misrepresented, have aright 
to call for an account of the sums of which they have been de- 
frauded by misrepresentation. Theregit does not constitute 
the power, successfully to resist the demand j but conscienti. 
ously a man should endeavour to advocate his rights as faras 
he can, ‘Thus the Quakers are uvasuccessfut in their resistance 
of the payment of taxes; but they satisfy their consciences by 
refusing to pay them, aud resisting the levy in every poace~ 
able way. Itis the constitutional mode, as may be seen 
in the history of the Commons, when the Commons were 
really the servants of the people. When the Crown be 

came tusolent, and disposed to tyrannize, the people, 
through ¢hetr servants, the Commons, brought the royal 
maniacs to their senses, by STOPPING THE SUPPLIES. 
Now, the Commons are unable to do this against the 
Crown, ‘They are pre-engaged by the minister, who has 
the control of the majority. Itis the Crown in the person 
of the minister, that demands the supplies from the des 
pendents of the ministers which they will not refuse; and 
the people not finding the power which they confided to the 
Commons available for their use, recover individually the 
right of recurring to it themselves. ‘This will be the ulti. 
mate poini, from sheer necessity. The house will impose 
burthens until they cranot be paid. The people will ther 
necessarily refuse to pay. What would be the result? 
Suppose a man assessed twenty pounds a year. He giver 
notice that he cannot think of voluntarily complying with a 
demaud enforced by an authority in which he has no share, 
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We had written caterpillars ; but av butterflies are full-fledged ani fu/l- 
grown cuterpillurs, we preter the epithet as being more expreesive, Lt will 
be recognized asnewily synonymous with the first. 
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and to which he was nota constituting party. The taxg a. 
thérer seizes his goods, and proceeds to selt them on his 
premises, which he has a right to demand. His neigh- 
bours are aware of the facts of the case. Who would pur- 
chase the goods? What would the taxgatherer, or his mas. 
ters, do with them. Could they pay the different sinecures 
in kind;and turn all the fashionable hetels into broker’s 
shops, or provision stores! Would the stylish dowdies of 
the great state pauper list, be satisfied with stuffs and 
thread and needles, to make up their own habits ; or would 
the honorable jirelings of the system be content with flagons 
of wine and baskets full of loaves and fishes, sent regularly 
in rations from the treasury! To this subject we shall recur. 
We trust the rejection of the petition of St. George’s will 
nt prevent the presentation of others to the same effect. 
‘Their rejection is nothing. They might as well be rejected, 
aye, or ** kicked out,’’ if the Courier pleases ;—as ordered 
to lie upon the table, and never thought of afterwards. 

Hvumare Petitions !—Itis hardly worth while to remark, 
that the petition of Mr. John Bagguley was objected to in 
1 the house of tords, because it was not entitled a humble 
ite petition. A manisimprisoned without cause, barbarously 
| treated, loaded with irons, and half starved ; and when he 
qT appears to complain, he must do it humbly, forsvoth! He is 
- expected to crawl upon all fours, in all the excess of mental 
: 





degradation, humbly toask a hearing for his sorrows. It is 
one consolation that the house of commons does not-pre- 
scribe this **hkumblencss.”’ [tis contented with “ respectful 
if language !? Both conditions are however a little hard, as 
matters stand with the petitioners. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
im I’rom the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze at 
n dapan, 





| DANGER OF REASON TO TIIE POOR AND MIDDLING CLASSES: 


Health to the friend of my heart, and that peace which 
tay volatile constitution can never bope to find. ‘The moon 
has a strange eflect upon the people of this country ; aud as 
itis now nearly at fall, the subjects of my observation secm 
many oftheminsane. I mean not the mass of the popula- 
tion. ‘Thou art aware that the objects of my enquiry are ex. 
altedabove the compecrs, and shine forth as lights among 
their fellow-men. But alas! high birth is no security for 
reason. ‘hat uncertain gift is not always found where it is 
most wanted ; king’s often lack it; and princes and prin- 
cesses go without. Wecan but lament that heayen should 
have so often suffered common sense to wander among the 
tower orders, where {t can be comparatively of no value. 
Why should the poor possess so dangerous a qualily as 
reason 2 They Were not born to reason, but to ldebour! 
J Why then has providence given them reason to discern the 
faults and follies of those who were born above them? But 
the ways of heaven are inscrutable, and past all finding out : 
the rich must continue to be vain and foolish, and reason to 
follew the plough, or attend the machine of the artist. 
WereI a senator, I would endeavour to remedy this evil. 
I would enact that no peasant should be born with the 
power of thonght, I wonld levy a scvese penalty upon 
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every rational expression uttered by one who had not at 
least five handred a year, or a sinecure place, 

Isit not more dangerons to the state, to talk rationally, 
than to shoot a hare? every one should be set in the stucks 
who was able to read in a country village, except the lawyer, 
the parson, and the exciseman, ‘he schoolmaster should 
be banished, unless he took up the practice of physic, and 
undertook to poison all who are suspected of having a grain 
of common sense. ‘This is the only mode of checking the 
dangerous revolutionary spirit, which threatens to make 
all work who eat; and to give food to all who well vork, 
Such a state of things, thou knowest, is not to be endured, 
even at Japan, where luxury is but little known. It would 
be absolute madness here, where the dest and no? /cest part 
of the creation, have been fed so long and so lavishiy by the 
other. Wouldst not thou, my friend, think it borrid if the 
peasant who brings thee daily the choicest of -his store, to 
recompense thy pious prayers, for rainand sunshine, as he 
pleases,—wouldst thou not think it hard, should the churi 
sit down and devour it himself, and say that he would pray 
for himself in future? It is true heaven might understand- 
him as well as thee! and that he might be as weli accepted. 
at the footstool of eternal power ! but though he might not 
fare the worse, though he might obtain rain aud sunshine as 
easily as thyself, how wouldst thou fare? Though -he 
might pray, thou canst not dig :—and what a horrid breach. 
would it bein the social chain of legitimate order, in which 
rank above rank rise so beautifully one above the other, 
and alt upon the shoulders of the lowest! It would be in. 
tolerable; and any thing that could tend to make ail labour 
who would eat the fruits of labour is too monstrous a propo. 
sition for a christian country, as thou mayest well believe, 
since it would not be tolerated, even at Japan. ‘The people 
seem to forget that although they labour to produce, and 
the privileged classes ouly toil to destroy, that all the hap. 
piness of life is derived from the great, as they are pro- 
perly called, for what is greatness, but the power of de- 
struction 2 Look at the exploits of Alexander, and Casar, 
and Genghis Khan, the dead great men ;—and Castlercagh, 
and Oliver, ard such diving great men!—all great men— 
and all their greatness the similar power of preying upoa 
little minds. Yct, I repeat all happiness is derived from 
them, and can be enjoyed without one particle of reason. 
It would not perhaps be very dificult to prove that one 
particle of reason would destroy the charm, and happiness 
in ¢heixy scay be understood no lenger. Who enjoy the 
splendour exhibited by the great, at the expence of 
the little world ? themselves? No such thing. There is 
nothing more miserable than splendour at home, If it 
were happy, it weuld be content. he restlessness and 
ambition of the great ;—their anxicty to do something, if 
it be even mischief, suficiently prove that they are not 
happy. And why should they be unhappy alone? Canany 
one refusé to be miscrable inthe company of kings, princes, 
spies, legislators, and ministers of state? Oh! my friend 
they are all now so miserable that even my heart bleeds for 
them, And then they take such pains to persuade the peo- 
ple to let them be comfortable, yet all will not do. Some 
of the wisest of them have given up in despair the idea of 
mental or metaphysical happiness, which they are now Cole 
vineed is no where to be found, and seek pleasure iv t#® 
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substantials of the table. Yet the people, the too rational 
people grumble at this. They will not see that the Sveaker 
of the Assembly is conferring upon thema public benefit 
by keeping in his kitchen seven French cooks and six woe 
men assistants. They say this magnificenec, (which bv 
the bye they insolently call extravagance) is not mecessary 
for any man :—that seven cooks and six assistants might 
furnish food for half a score of tigers; aud that if the emo. 
Juments of the place afford this, they ought to be reduced! 
More reasoning, thou seestin a case where reason is not 
wanted. Does he not cook for their glory: Why then 
shonid he not cook at their expence? If shall hate rea. 
son as long asl live. It is very ¢roublesome to great 
folks. 

It has been said that the common orders are prone to 
follow the example of the great, but [ see no traces of sueh 
a character. The great sct them no rational examples, 
There is no snch thing as reason to be met with above a 
certain sphere iu society ; common sense is almost entirely. 
eoufined to the commen people; and for a great man to 
have sensibility, is almost to ensure a prohibition of his 
appearance in high company. Af one time, indecd, there 
appears to have been scarcely sucha thing as redson in the 
whole country :—and these few who had any pretensions to 
it, were shut, up in prison, or very properly shipped off to 
countries where it might be less dangerous, ‘Things went 
off very comfortably at that period. ‘The great did what 
they pleased, and the little huzzaed as loud as they could, 
and roared till their lungs failed them, whenever @ great 
man appeared amongst them! Then the Bonze grew fat, 
and the legislator rich, ‘There was no such thing as dis. 
eontent. Now things are altered for the worse. ‘The peo. 
ple have had ten times as much splendour as they ever had 
before; and yet they wonder that they have run in debt for 
it, and they absolutely grumble to pay. They talk about 
reform, when they must know that reform would spoil all the 
pleasures of high-life, and very probably subject some whe 
have hitherto rolled gracefully along in their carriages, to 
the disagreeable necessity of scrambling as well as they can 
through the dirt! I verily believe there are many here who 
would Jaugh at all this—many who would scarcely give a 
fat placeman a broomstick to help him across the street, 
which his equipages have graced so long—many who would 
preach patience to the bonze, instead of paying him his 
hire—and many who would pass heedlessly by, if some 
sages of the law were caged in their own prisons! 

Is not this an alarming state of society, when every thing 
is so very harmowious in the upper orders! When law, 
physic, divinity, and legislation were so very pleasantly 
dancing the hay together, is it net abominable that the 
clients of the one, the patients of the other, the flock of the 
third, and the dunes of the fourth, should reel in half.drunk 
with their reason, and spoil the sport ? I} am shocked at the 
vulgarity of the intrusion, Do learn to keep y-our distance, 


ye swinish multitude, and donot disturb the midnight devo. 
fions of your betters, You are not wanted to disturb the 
feast. You wilh be cabled in the merning quite time 
enongh fo pay the bill: and that is atl you can expect 
in any reason, Sleep on, or work on, which you like 
best, or which you can do: but no insolence, no reason, le 
mebeg of you. In the present cenditionof the werld there iy 





no chance of all the lunatics being shut up; but your betters 
can let loose all the madmen, and put you with your pretend. 
cd reason in theirstead. ‘There is quite room enough in the 
iusatic asylums for all the sane people; and the majority 
should in all conscience govern therest. This, my friend, is 
the language [ would hold out to them; but they will not 
hear. ‘They will have nothing but reason, not perceiving 
that nothing is so very unrcasonadle to expect at the hands 
of their masters, Law they might have inabundance. Physi¢ 
to satiely :—legis/ation, beyond their wishes ;—and divi. 
nity, real state divinity, in any quantity :—but reason is not 
to be expected. Who would part with any thing so scarce ? 
who would meddie with any thing so dangerous ? 
Thy well-wisher, 
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ARBLTRARY IMPRISONMUENTS. 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, Feb. 16,188. 

Srr, 

The Committers @ submitting to your notice, and calling your 
attention to the comside:atieu of the annexed Resolutions, are persuaded 
that although the claims on your humanity and patriotism at this time are 
numerous, none of them partake ef the character and importanee of that, 
which is the subject of this Appeal to your feelings and understanding. 

When we find all the barriers of our liberties either undermined or de- 
stroyed, anda system of Goveriument unremittingly pursued, which must 
end in estublisling a DEspoTisM, not of one, butof a BAND of Tyrants, 
it becomes es to shake off all culpable apathy, and arouse ourselves to a con- 
sideration of the evils that surround us, 

[tf a Boroughmongering oviGarcHy, taking advantage of the deep dis- 
tress they have brought upon the country, endeavour through the medium 
of siren Spies and Incendiarics, to. delude and excite men to illegal acts, 
that they may the more effectually rivet the cheins they had forged. I¢ 
they assume the power to impose Laws which at one blow susprNnpD the 
Constitution, and ANNIHILATR fora time the boasted freedom of England ; 
whatis to prevent them tromdoing soforraven? Li they can do the one 
with impunity, what security have we that they will not attempt the 
other, 

The direful experience of the Jast twelve montlis demonstrates with what 
a cruel and unrelenting ferocity such a power may be used over innocent 
men, when granted only fer a few months, How, may we ask ourselves, 
would it be exercised if sermanently ESTABLISHED? To entertain such 
a thought, even in prospect, is tou appalling. ‘The danger should be met 
with a united firmness and energy corresponding to us megnitude. I¢ 
strikes at the individual safety and happiness of every man; and every 
man in the state is bound and ought to be ready te avert so great a ca- 
lamity. 

How is this to be done, but by a steady perseverance in constitutionally 
seeking a recovery of our Kicuts, and affording all ihe protection we can 
to those MEN who, in so doing, may become the Victims of Tyrannicat 
Masters. —I1t theyare to be abandoned, who will be bold enough to mount 
the breach single-lhanded, and attack the Citadel of Corruption? the eon- 
duct to be pursued is therefore plain and obvieus: our duty to our country 
and ourselves points out the necessity of succouring those men, in whose 
persons our dearest rights have been violated. 

As far, then, a8 an oppressive and ruinous taxation will permit, let us, im 
the name of God, make some sacrifice upon the altar of cur country, -Let 
us, in doing so, proclaiin throughout the kingdom that mer seekug in a 
legul aud proper manner, for the recovery of their natural and inalienable 
Ricurs, mey reiy with confidence on the proteciion and support of every 
friend of freedom, of Justice, and of humanity tn the nation, 

By Order of the Conmitice, 
THOMAS CLEARY, Seeretary. 
*, * Coramnnications te be addressed to Mr, S. Brooks, Preasurer 110 Strand, 


Subscriptions will be received by Mr. Samuel Brooks, Treasurer, 1¥0, 
Strand; Mr. Alexander Galloway, 69, tHlolborn; Mr. J.C. Hitchins, 9, 
Aldermanbury Postern; Mr. ‘T. J. Wooler, Sun-street, Bishopsgate- 


street; Mr. T. Bond, Crookedlane; Mr, J. Cahuac, 53, Blackanan-sireet, . 
-Borough; Mr. Wm, Rogers, 186, Oxtord-street ; at the Bar ofthe Crown. 


aud Anchor Tavern, Strand; and by 
THOMAS CLEARY, Secretary. 


Aifred-plice, Bedford-aquare, 


‘ 
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CROWN AND ANCHOR TAVERN, 6h Fearvary, 1818. 
Ata Meeting of the Committee held this Day. 
IT WAS RESOLVED, 

THAT the Great number of sufferers under the late Habens Corpus 
Suspension Act, who appear entitled to reliet from the present Subserip. 
tion, imperiously call upon every Friend of Freedom, Justice, aod Liu- 
manity, to exert himself in bis sphere, however elevated or humble, lo 
promote so important an object. 

That this Committee recommend the formation of cocar ComMITTEFES 
in the various Cities, Pawns, and Neighbourhoods, (h oughout the United 
Kingdom, for collecting Subscriptions, and remittioy the same to the 
Treasurer of this Committee. 





——- —_~-- 


tO CONRESPONDEN Ts. 
The information of R.A. respecting the borough in which he resides, 
will he acceptable. 





RECORDS Of PERSECUTION. 
CASE OF MR. RILEY. 
No. 22, Charing-Cross, Feb. 9, 1818. 
Srr, 

Lam alittle surprized, Mr. Black Dwarf, that a case 
of individual suffering which took piacein Yorkshire, under 
the late Suspension Act. should have never been commu. 
nicated to the public, either through the press, or at the 
meeting held at the Crown and Anchor; and [ am the more 
astonished at this case being unnoticed, because the man’s 
sufferings only terminated with his existence, under the 
most horrifying circumstances, 2 shall now proceed to 
state the facis as briefly as possible. 

The unfortunate man’s name was Riley ; be lived a 
short distance from) Huddersfield, on the Manchester-ruad, 
at a place called Crossland Moor Bottom—he was by trade 
atailor, but IT believe only worked as Journeyman ; he had 
awife and eight or nine children, whose oly dependence 
fora little bread and clothing, was upon his industry, to 
which they had never looked in vain, until the poor man be- 
came the object of ministerial persecution. The latter part 
of June, or carly in July last, (f was on thespot at the 
time) he, with many others, was deayged from his heme and 
family to a prison, put in irons, and there detained ; this 
treatment, together with the destitute situation bis wife and 
large family was left in, was more than the man’s mind 
could sustain. Tle had been but a very short time con- 
fined before he became su deranged, that it was with diffi. 
culty he was prevented from committing an act of violence 
upon himself;—he remained in this state a considerable 
time, before he could be examined by the local magistrate ; 
he at length however recovered his intellects sufficiently to 
appear before him, and was, (after being brought up and 
remanded several times, as it is termed) committed to York 
‘Castle ; to take his trial with others for high treason. 

The public is already acquainted with the result of those 
trials: however, it seems the pious Lord Sidmouth was of 
opinion this man had not sulliciently atoned for sins which 
no one but his Lordship could discover; for iminediately 
on his acquittal, instead of the poor man being allowed to 
retura to the support of his family, which had subsisted all 
his absence on parochial relief, a Secretary of State’s war- 
rant lays hold of him, drags him back to a dungeon again, 
and horrid to relate, a short time afterwards he was found 
dead in bed, from anaciof selfviolence, committed no doubt 
in a fit of desperation occasioned by his unmerited suffering, 
Whe terminating catastrophe T was informed of by the pub. 
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| time it happened, 
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iic papers, particularly the Courier, being in town at th 
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I shall be glad to cammunicate any 
thing more in my power on the above subject, if required ; 
and remain Sir, Your constant Reader, Te B 
It is impossible te avoid asking, upon the perusal of this 
horrid case, if such a transaction had taken place in Lraice, 
under the government of Napelcon, what would have been 
said by our saintly hypocrites at home. A case less «fro- 
cious Gid occur, and language was exhausted to find out 
epithets suilicient to brand secret tmprisonment, which 
might lead to secret assassination, or cause that desperdion, 
which would Jead to suicide. Indeed, whether the man he 
goaded to self-murder, or whether his blood be shed by the 
assassin, is of litle moment. The guilt of the res; onsible 
party is the same; and there isa POWER, chat will de- 
manda fudd account, The case of Captain Wright, suppa. 
sing the worst, is not of half so deep a die as this of Rilev. 
Wright was taken in the act of disembarking spées anu assase 
sins on the coast of France. Ife wore the garb of oper, 
honorable hostility ; buc had forfeited all claims to its pro. 
tection, ‘That he was condemned to solilfary imprison. 
ment was the lightest punishment he could expect; that 
he might dread the forfeiture of his life was natura} 
enough; and he migit have reason to anticipate that it 
would be required on the scaffold. His situation resulted 
from his own deviation from the plan of open warfare ; and 
he was amenable to the spirit and the letter of those laws 
which have been recognized by most nations, to divest 
war, as far as possible, of the horrors that must foilow ax 
indiscriminate pursuitof blood! Yet our saints aifected to 
consider Napoleon in the worst light from his treatment of 
Captain Wright:—when, had he fallen by his orders, if 
would been only returning him the fate he sought to give. 
Probably our weck and merciful siatesmen did not then 
deem the period would ever arrive, when it would be neces- 
sary for them to ¢mitate, and to excced, the conduct of their 
mighty rival, Poor Riney! what were thy er?mes? what 
were thy offences! Thou wert suspected of reform! And 
it was not to be tvlerated, that a poor man should think ot 
reform! It was not to be endured, that one so wretchee 
should see faults in great men, or even whisper that abuses 
might be found in our legitimate system of soctal order, 
and religious persecution! ‘These were ¢hy faults, ant 
thy atonement has been dreadful. Granted, that Riley 


did destroy himself! What was his provocation” 
What drove him to the suicide? Torn from societ: 
forbidden all intercourse with his friends, maddence 
with reflection on the wretchedness of a family who 


- 


misery he could neither share, nor soften :—is it a matte: 
of surprize that he should sink under the weight of his sore 
rows, aud not need the hand of a murderer to shorten days 
so comfortless and Jorn?) Was he indeed guilty of suicide ? 
Did nothing accelerate the miserable termination of his 
unfortunate existence. Did no taunt, no threat, no privae 
tion, tend to exasperate his feelings, or to arm his despcrae 
tion! The circumstance of the man being acquitted, and 
then detained in prison, at.a happier period of our history, 
would alone have been a suficieat ground for the impeack= 
ment of the minister who dared to advise such an outrage ; 
but the time is past, when the public could demand justice 
from a minister of state, or secure it from the interference ot 
their servants. Riley sleeps in the grave—his persecutors 


are yet ministers ! 
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told us to goto camp, we got waterin about two hours. In this unwholesome 
place Jo was kept 15 days aud nights, with nothing but the bare flags to 
steep on when ; could lay down, tort = was not ruom for us all to lay 
do. wntogether; as for allowance we could not have subsisted without the 
rseritoaat e ot our friends; we were alluwed to lave provisions sent in, but 
debarred personal interview. At the expiration ot the ume above mentioned 
lL was cy riasitied to Jan aster Castle (without examination) in chains, 
along with eight others (there were upwards of 200 persons talen, the whole 
liiciwed except nine, entirely strange rs to me except one) where | arri- 
ed the Sunday previous to the comm -ncement of the Assizes. Ou Monday 
ihe governor informed us we were indicted tur sedition aad conspiracy, and 
we inightexpect to take our trial in a day or Uso, as there was a true bil 
found against us, Outhe Tuesday following a person came to us, and advise 
us topetution the fudge tor council, which we peremptorily refused Lnowing 
we had offended alainst no law, being takco without Sidmeouth’s, or aiy 
other waranat, or even without the Riot Act being read, but going soberly 
and quietly about our a en occasion ; as such he troubled us no more ; we 
were not brought to the bar when tiie Assizes were over. L dcstred the go- 
veruor te tell me the reason we were net called on; he said our case wes 
removed to the King’s Beneh by a warrant trom the Judse, as such he 
advised us to pat in our plea, or puadement would poby detavit. Law being 
an article we were all stians gers to, we wrote to our puor friends and rela- 
tions, (tur we are all of the low order) acquainting then: with the informa. 
tion we had received. L likewise wrote to Lord Sidmouth, acquainting 
him with our case, hoping fe would allow something to al leviate the dis- 
tress of ourseives aud damilics, as the usave we received was worse then 
teious or murderers; we had the same allowance of bread, &c. but no 
Cloathing ; and when | applied to the Bovcrnors Mr. Higgins, for shirts 
(some of us being nearly bakes 1) he answered there was none alowed us. I 
dowt mean to find fauld with Mr. Higcins, tor T believe him to be a feeling 
man, L have likewise wrote twice to Sir Francis Burdett, ouce from Laneas- 
ter and once since Leame home, craving his asststauce to commence an 
wcUlop against the magistrates of Manchester, for false imprisoument, and 
juid down ymy case sumiler to these, but did not receive any answer fron 
either jim or Lord Sidmouth. Sir, through the usage 1 met with at the 
New Butiey brough ton a pleurisy and iever, which wearly puta period to 
my existence 3. l was delirious uine days, when on my recovery the governor 
informed me the doctor had taken five pounds of blued from me: the disor- 
der has lett a stittiess im my limbs which 1 am afraid will continue as long 
as] live. Previ us tothe last Assizes we received notice of trial, ander a 
quiie dithcient indictment from the tormer one, It consists of five counts, 
tne frst count runs thus, that we were wandering from town to town, subs s- 
ting by b gging and other unlawtul means, whietris all false, for the y knew 
thata wasucttive miles trom Manchester, aud Lamcertain [was as far on ny 
tourney as any of my fellow prisoners, whe expected to take their tial whea 
Assizes commenced. We all, | believe, ardently wished to be brought 
section a jury of our countrymen (lor the first’ time) being conscious of our 
innocence; we were kept in suspense until Friday the 6th Septeinber, when 
we were informed that the Attorney-General out of clemency orcered us to 
beratcd without trial, In the course of the week an attorney came to 
ie, Bisname is Law,of Manchester; he was emp oyed by our frie nds, he advi- 
sed ime to enter lito reeognizances “ae LT apost dik ely would be detained undcr 
hie Suspension Act,wl ich 1 yx remptorily refused, as 1 told him wy fate was 
Hi the hands of our Counsellors. When Lt came home, by the advice of my 
iris nds, d applicd to the said Mr. Law, to enter an acuion agains: Joseph 
vadin, Gepaty constable of Maouchester, tor the recovery of the property 
he robbed me of, (the said Joseph Nadin, with 6 others, entered my house 
on Sunday morning the Sth ot March, abuut two o'clock, with hopes, L be- 
lieve of finding my neighbour Benbow, uspeaker at the public meetings, 
held here for Retorm, but bulssiug hits prey, “ : : took Black Dwarts, Cob- 
betts, and Pelton to the Prince Reygeut, which }then sold, and sell at 
presen 1) Mr, Law seemed proud of the job, ae be he would do it nome. 
diately , he desired ine tocall upon tim in the course of a tortnight,as such I 
did, aud he wished ine tocallagain. Ure pratedly ¢ ‘alle | upon "endl healw: ays 
Pave mye CvasivVe alswers yee ast week | called along with two who had 
Leen fellow prisoners, to have a decisive answer. He said be lad not scen 
Nadin, and when | told bim he had vuoi acted the part of a gentleman, he 
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be dy 
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ry 


Ty ’ further io do withthe case. 1 then requested 


sala he Ve‘ ul have Wait 


him te co with us to Nadin’s office, to witness our dé manding our property, 
but he would net: we inmuuediately went there, his under officers wished 
to ig call again, us they said he Was HOt within: we called again, they de- 
nied him the sccoud times: we suspectod they did not tell the truth, us such 
we wentto an adyoipioe room and tound lin, When we got an audience, 
he demanded our business 5 we told him we had come to demand the pro- 
perty, among “high was asum of money) be tuob trom George Grimshaw, 





5 seem 


my fellow prisoner, there present, on Monday, March the 10th. IIe 
d@——d us for bianketeers, and ordered us to vet out of the fice; we still 
persisted in our demand, when Nadthand two of his ruaners thrust as out 
and shuithe Sir, togive you in detail the usage L have received for 
dvicuding to the best of my poor ability, the indelible right of Britons, 
would ill a volume, let: this sufhee: I have been robbed and ruined, the 
few goods [have left I canuot keep together, having-been obliged to sella 
part, and stall be obliged to sell the remainder to subsist on, without L have 
remuneration formy sullkrings. Lamia the 62d year of my age, my wile 
iu the same vear 5 we liave had wine children, five we have biought up to 
maturity, without a stam on tie family’s character, by our industry. Sir, 
what you may find incorrect in this, J hope you will have the voodne $3 to 
rectliy, as my late illness and con! finement has much impatred wy intellee:s, 
tu me ial, as well as bodily «celingy. 

Yourmost obedient humble 


aoor. 


servant, 
WOOD. 
No. 19, 


P.%. My tellow prisoners were—Wnm, Standring, Geo, Grimshaw, Thos. 
Leigh, Geo. Murray, Jolin Willams, Sam. Blackshaw, Peter Lever and 
Blathew Lethgoe, who suffered the same imprisonment, and the same 
privations, with the excepticn oftwo, Williams and Lethgoe, why went out 
von bail. 

Manchester, Jan. 9, 1818. 
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Old N k, who slily as a mouse, 

Stole lately into C—it—n H—se, 

Vo talk about affairs of state 

With mighty G——,eur R—— great: 
Resolv’d to assume a nobler mien, 

And pay a visitto the Q——! 

To fail in due respect fur one, 

Equally worthy as her son, 

In moral feeling ’twere defective, 
Tnvidious, rude, and ineffective. 

Oh, noble son! Oh, noble mother ! 

We reverence ene a> much as other$ 

tn German style “ en militaire,” 

His face betufted thick with kair, 
Coucealed his tail aud cloven foct, 

Yn a most rich and costly suit ; 

N--k ne'er betore look’d half so spruce, 
Who could have thought he was the Deuce? 
Now “in the twinkling of an eye,” ? 
At W—d—r C—e see our Gay 
Craving to see great Majesiy! 

Nor long did wait—nor long did stand, 
Ere he had kiss’d a r+! band. 

Oh, fatal hourt oh, horrid kiss ! 

Vile monster! what a trick was this! 
Alas! that such a r—al saint 

Should e’er receive so sad a taint! 

Ali, why did nut some blessed spirit 
From realiis above, who knew her merit, 
Come down and beulk this worst of rips, 
Aud save her from his nasty lips? 

But now, his cunning story ended, 
Aud compliments of both expended ; 
Quoth N—k * permit ny feeble voice 
To express how greatly I rejoice, 

To see the present state of things: 

The government of pious Kings ; 

Fach people by their power subdued, 
With all reforms so wild and rude, 
And flourishing in every border, 
Religion, Law, and social order!! 
Than you, blest Saint, was never known, 
One more deserving of a throne: 

No; never on this earth was seen 

So beartteous and so wise a Q—— ! 

T never flatter or deceive 


A child ef Adam and of Eve! 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





Lit 


Divine in person and in mind, 
Your wmerit’s of that wondrous kind; 
Ju spite of all your subjects’ rout, 
They never yet have found tt out ; 

Sat well your faverites know tis clear, 

Where liesthe merit they revere! 

At hunible distance—tfar remov'd 

Your gracious m I've luv'd ; 

Nor less estcem'd the R—-—— too, 

So firm, consistent, just and éruel/{" 

The Q—- look’d gracious at our Don, 
Who, laughing in his sleeve, went oun— 
* But factious spirits sull there are 

Who cun’t perceive these merits rare! 
Who ne’er on good their minds could fix, 
Nor like great C—i-+e’s politics. 
Betieving not, although yuu said, 

With the se yout) roubled not your head, 
Strange that a Bishop should have been, 
A foe to such a glorious Q——! 

Should dare abuut reforms to bint, 

O1 Church and State, imspeech and print ; 
Should dare in all these things to glory, 
Aud call you M—ya Tory! 

u your * Brace Book” ‘twas right to place, 
Tho Mirren Wuic, devoid of grace! 
John Bull, alas! tamed will be never, 
He bawls Reform as loud as ever, 
*‘Gainst Ministers incessaat raves, 

And deems them almost fools or knaves. 
Worse than their Spies who gained their ends, 
Whom Lam proud to call, my friends! 
Alas! the rud he has not hist; 

He iails against the Civil List, 

Swears ’tis uncivid and imputes, 

(Oh, vulgar soul! Oh, worst of brutes!) 
io his most gracions Q—— the whim, 
Tn German style to govern hia! 

: Besides (Oh, barbarous, impiou selt') 
A love of vulgar, sordid pelf [1 

Tis trwe there scarce has been a tivt, 
And ragged rogues have sturved tn qutet ; 
Just as good subjects onght toto, 

Aud worthy of aQ——Kke you! 

}yut ah, impiety declares, 

They want your money, not your prayers; 
As it you had 400 much—vile brood! 
When you buttake it ter their geod, 

I yrieve that any should refuse, 

(Not factious souls—but loyal blues!) 
Toaddress you on the late decease, 
Werds of condolement and of peace, 
How much you loved the late P——ss, 
E’aeh man in E——d well can guess ! 
Ah, how shall I conclude my tale? 
Hach loyal cheek it must turn pale!” 
Resolving now to tuke his leave, 

Again he on her hand did breathe! 

Bot ere lic bid the Q ~— adieu, 
Exposed his jicrrid form to view! 
Theuvanish’d, ere she could achieve 

Si. Donstan’s part, which all believe ; 




















Who, a+ ihe mous story pues, 
Qruee tuck old pay by the nose, 
Woh ced het tounge, woich made him roar, 
He mig glitbe leat “4 han ludles aid more ! 
W. kh. KB 
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